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The CPR Siaton a4 Treasure House of Aridacts

When we think of a museum we have visions of
a collecton of antiquated farm machinery of alf
descriptions, some operating, some cannibilized and still
cthers in various siages of restoration. B would appear
that these items are rmore spectacular, can be made to
rin and present a greater challenge 1o workers 10 seek
that wonderful satisfaction of restoring ife to an object
which had been long since abandoned ta the elements.

But there is another side 1o what a museumn has
to offer, which too often lies in the shacow of these
more active artifacts. These are the siatic displays, items
assemblec in the thousands and shown as a great
variety of artioles of farm and home use, tools and
kitchen aids, containers of all descripionsyand small and
large appliances which were used In former times and
which tell us & great deal about ife in that period and of
the people who used these articles.

And what more appropriate place could be
found 1o display these goods than in an old CPR
station, iself a relic of the past ancd an object with which
past generations were familiar and which played an
important part in all of our lives?

The old familiar atmosphere is still noticable as
one enters the building. A visitor might expect the agent,
with the usual vest and C.P.R. buttons and visor cap to
appear at the wioket to greet his oustomers. The signal
arm is in place by the door, the Leave and Arrival board
is shown in a prominent place and the usual pot belied
stove, the long hard benches which were always found
in the waiting room are st at hand,

In the days gone by, the station was the central
loeation araund which the husiness and activity of the
town seemed to revolve. It was from here that the mal
and express were picked up and iaken to the Post
Office. Farmers cams 1o piok up or leave the cream
cans, Many young people or idiers were knawn ta vish
tha station at train time, just out of curlosity and many
wil recall the happy gresting and fond farewels
assaciated with the station.

So it is 1o he expected that rallroad artfacts
would be the firat to deal with at this time. You wil
recognize the platform hand wagon with it's iron wheels,
the hoops with which the agent delivered train orders
and messages to the crew as the train passed through
at high speed, and the huge locomotive bell which
heralded the arrival of the passenger or local of the
time.

Further glong, a massive steam whistle centires
a display of rairosd equipment Ow curglor has an
excellert tape recording of the sounds of the old
famoliar stearn whistle and other train sounds. Ask to
hear this, There is a good collection of trainman's
lanterns, engineers oil cans and section staff tools and

do not miss the long handled bar with which the
elevator man moved emply cars single handedly to his
loading dock.

Possibly the next arifact of general interest
would be the Telephone Switch Board. Although often
taken for granted in i's day, with the operator known as
“Central", it contributed a great deal to the community
fife of the period. The unit consists of a narrow table on
which the many switches were moumnted, and from which
the flexible cables, or lines, extended and were
numbered acocordingly. it was simply a metter for the
operator 1o take the line of the person caling and piug
it into the jack of the number being called. A system of
minute lights, one on each circuit, indicated when the call
was completed. A speaking and hearing device,or
headset, for the operator, rows of switches and ringing
levers with the all importart clook completed the switch
board equipment

But this simple version of the hoard does little
to Indicate the valus 1o the community of the always
pleasant, courteous operatar. She not anly handled the
switching equipment and long distance work, but was
expected to know a great cdeal of local information as
well, Frequently she was asked the time of day, the date
ane hour of local functiens and all sorts of informadion
pertinent to the well belng of the community.

Prominently displayed in the main room is the
"Yoke", not for oxen but for the use of those whose job
it was to carry water from the distant well Hand carved

from wood to fit well the shoulders of a person, it was

equipped with & hoolk on each end with which to aftach
a peail. We stil use the word "Yoke" to desorbe a
biurden,

Nearky is feund severel seis of dog hamess,
not bulit for sporting activities, but used for dogs which
actuslly did wark,

An assortment of veterinary tools is the next to
catch one's eye. A huge injection syringe, anc equiprmert
for holding the horse's mowth opsn while the fles on
cisplay nearby were used to gring aling teeth, There is
no evidence of any device to freeze gums io eliminate
pain, a simple "twitch" was merely looped to the animal's
upper lip and twisted to keep his attention away from
the painful work being done. What a cruel device, but
some thought it necessary.

There mre axes of every description and for
various jobs. First the common single blade one for
falling tees, next the two faced mre, which was often
called a Liberal or Conservative axe, depending on ones
political affliation. There is an adze which was used for
stripping Ings and peeling worlke There are others for
fiting comers for log buildings. Below s found a
collection of cutting tools and hammers from the age of



