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What on garih s 87 What iz it for

Famiiar inquiries often heard from visitors 1o the
Pocanviile and District Mussum when Everett Rice's
machine is on display.

They are good guestions. At first glance the
machine presents a squal, low slung appearance
suggesting something from an age far removed, The
boiler stands out as the most prominent fealure with
chimney exiending, funnel like, beyond the canopy and
aloyward,

We heve
besn asked at imes i
it was some kind of
an amphibious vehicle.
One humorous type,
apparently with his
eyes on the pipes and
tubing, wondered ¥ it
waz a mobile siill, But
on closer examination
one will notice the
wheels and driving
arrangement, the
antiquated engine
which obwioualy
provides the motive
foree, the fust box,
water and steam
pipes and convenient seating accommodation, and will
realize it is some form of & steam powered car.

Compiletely designed, engineered ang built by
Everett, i is a masterpiece of improvising, imagination
and mechanical knowhove and abilty. It indicates what
can be dons with & few old parts - anidea - and a
great deal of work and patisnce.

We never did know what o call this strange
machine or its operator. I was uncertain whether he was
& driver, an engineer or whatever unill one dav the thing
came around the end of the stes! bullding at iop speed,
ivaded with heppy, cheering children and one bystander
shouted " Hi Ho Captain That seffled the issus. From
then on the operaior became the Capigsin and the
machine has since bean known as the Prairie Schoonar,

Bit the part of this machine with the most
historical i'ﬂ‘reresf is the engine; as wal, it is possibly the
oldest artfact 1o be found at the mussum.

in the days before the raiiroad came to the
cauntry in the vear 1882, there were two main trave!
arteries fhirough the west and norti. One was th
Winninag to Edmonton Ox Cart trall - thers is st
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svidence of s ofd routs in places - and the other was
the River and Lake routes. The most signfficam of theae
uzsed the Hed Biver and Lake Winnipeg o Grandes
Rapids, a 7 mile portage was manipulated past the
rough water and the York Boats, laden with goods, were
placed in the Saskatchawsan Piver en route to The Pas
in Manitoba, Prince Alveri and The Battieforcs in Sask,
and {ater to Edmonton in what was to becorne Alberta

A third, and much smaller system,

began et Winnipeg and was routed up the
Assiniboine River 1o the
Junction of the QuiAppelle
and Assiniboine Pivers at
the prezsent site of &t
Lazare. Some smaller
boats are said to have
navigated ewven farther up
river to points like Fort
Esperence and even
further wast; others went
MNorth on the Assiniboine
as far as weater depth
permitted,

Although a great
dea! of heavy freight was
fransported in this manner,
the Assiniboine Route
proved o be not too
refighle - as the water was only deep enough for a short
time during run-off periad in the spring or in & season in
which heavy rains prevailed until fater in the summer.
Many of the more heavily laden vesssls or scows
became stuck on one of the many sand bars from which
they were difficul 1o relsase. Many became stranded up
stream and had to be abandoned untl! high water again
rext season.

The path followed by the twisting and turning
Assiniboine must be seen from the air to be appraciated.
Througheut fs lengih, it s noted for many switch-backs
anct horse shoe Dends. It is possible in places that a
boat from any given point could sail for considerable
imes and stil be no further in Hs direction of fravel than
on the hour previoushy.

Stories have bean toid of a hunter lkaving the
beat 2 point going into a bend, cutling across country,
to meat the boat again in a coupts of hours with freah
game for the gafley.
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The vesssl from which this engine was faken s said to
have been a wug-hoat used for Wwwing scows. Long ago
it had become fodged on | sard ber in the Minicta
ared, Was eaa"-:i ned and in dus course of Hme becarmne
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compleiely subrrerged by shifiing sands.
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Years later, as circumstances and currents
changed It was partly exposed again, it's engine was
removed and taken to a junk dealer's yard in & nearby
town. From thers, | fell into the hands of the late Mr. E
Symons who saw it's value as an antique. it eventuaily
became the properly of Everett

There was & ime before the internal combustion
engine became perfected that steam provided the most
raliable source of power. it was cumbersome 1o a
degree. Although it depended on a hugs boiler for the
generation of sleam and required large guantities of fuel,
coal or wood for operation, it was stll he most suitabie
power for af marine use.

Thia parficular engine is unique iIn 8 sense as it is
designed in what is known as the compound principle. in
more simple terms # & built to use the same sieam
twice; ance In the small high pressure oyiinder and then
through a complicated valve system, the partly
sondensed steam s directed to a larger cylinder where
the power from further expansion is used before
remaining vapour is exhausted to the open air.

Experiments were even conducted in those fimes
to go further into what was called friple expansion.
Steamn men to this day still argue the merits or
advartages of the compound system as compared with
simpie design. The argument is usually concluded with
the reminder that {he raiiroads, the largest users of
steam, remained with the simpls pringiple.

From research done on the eguipment it was
learned that the engine weas designed and built in
England by the Vosper Company of Portamouth, now
krown as Vosper Thomneyereft Lid, some time after the
year 1872 it was interesting to learn that some of these
units are stil in use in some parts of the world. The
Company stifl gets calls for repairs.

5o beginning with a 'S7 Ford truck chassis, a
steel deck was welded to the frame to accommodaie
the boiler and engine. The boiler, formerly used in a
shop in the Yorkdon area, is a 3 HP. vertical dry top
type. New tubes were fitted as well as valves and fittings
to bring it up to safe operating condiditon and approval
by the Dept of Labour 1o be fired to a max. of 100 ibs.
pressure. i i equipped with the usual injector as the
Iz boder feed device but in addition it has &
manua curnp bult on as well a8 having a cross head
pumz with water from the latter dwo sourses fed through
an exhausi heater system fhen io the boller,
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The engine, with a few minor modificetions, is
cornected by & chaln drive 1o a gear mountsd st
the origing iransmissicn on the fruck. The
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PETER FOFONOFF

ciriving the car 1o a top speed of about 10 MPH., or
walddd it be mare appropriate to use the term 'Knats' ta
rmaaslre 1S performeance?

Se the Pralrie Schooner is another interesting
artifact 1o see snd study when you visit the museum. B is
5 one and only, you will never see anather ke it

Secondly it makes use of an engine, brougt
lizok 1o e from the distant past, which figured
prarminently in & part of our sarly history. it is hoped that
51 an early date there may He a brass plate mountes on
this engine 1o mark its historical interest for generations
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The Rocanville and
District Museum Society
wishes 1o thank ali those
vohintesrs who turned out to
help make our part in Family
Paya & succesa.

A special thanks to
br. Peter Fofonoff, who came
quite & distance to help with
the sod turnming:

Mr. Fofonoff, @ farmer, has been secreiaryfireas.
of the Bociety of Doukhobors of Verigin since 1882 He
was infiuencial in the setling up of the National
Doukhobor Herltage Village in Verigin in 1831, He is now
serving his second year as & director of MAS,

Reighborly Notes

Spy Hill museum will hold & oraft show and fea
market on Aug 8th, from 10AM 1o 3PM. The museum will
be open from 10-12 and 1-3. Lunch will be available. For
information, contact Linda at 534-4534 or Cmdy at
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f the 100th

Ty : e rhsl_y Aup 1s will
feature & Thanksgiving ser-féce snf: zosigh evening in Our
tady of Victorles Chureh, Au siated for a Canadsa
125 pinnic at Kaposvar Historic Site. On Aug. 18, &
piigrimage service will be hald from 2-4 PM, foliowed by
a ool plate suoper gt 5
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Waiwyn Museum wil bs open on Sunday
afternoons during July and August At other times, call at
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